LAMBS AMONG WOLVES                 6$"

Form for the Solemnisation of Matrimony, they may
sound a note in the music of life more serious and
responsible than is to the taste of an afternoon tea-
party.   Colebrook's " Essays" give all the details -
and translations which will enable the student to
compare the two rites.   All that I can say is that I
have been present at many Hindu weddings, and
have been deeply touched by the beauty and delicacy
of all the proceedings. ^ There is a good deal of non-
sense and teasing of the young bridegroom in the
women's apartments.   Not unlike such half-obsolete
festivals as All Fools' and Saint Valentine's Days.
On this occasion the youth makes friends with his
future   sisters-in-law.     The   fun is a little more
exuberant than grave elders may enjoy, but it is one
of the few opportunities of the kind which Hindu
breeding -permits to boys and girls.     It requires
vulgarity of mind to   read more serious offences
into it.

(12) As to the misery of Indian widows, it is not
too much to say that every statement yet made by a
Protestant missionary has been made in complete
ignorance of the bearing of the facts, Hindus are a
people amongst whom the monastic ideal is intensely
living. In their eyes the widow, by the fact of her
widowhood, is vowed to celibacy and therefore to
poverty, austerity, and prayer. Hence her life be-
comes that of a nun: and if she is a child